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Defcrib’d it’s thus: Defin’d would you it have? 
hen the Wor)d’s honeft Man’s an errant Knave- 
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nted by S. HARDING, next Deor 
to the Crown in Copper- Alley, 1728. 
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; The Inteligencer. 


Bay HERE is no Talent fo ufeful 
oui towards rifing in the World, 
or which puts Men more out 
of the rech of Fortune, than 
i that Quality generally poflet 
. fed by the Dulleft fort of Peo. 
le, and is in common Speech, called Difcre. 
ion, a {pecies of lower Prudence, by the af- 
iitance of which, People of the meaneft 
ntellectuals, without any other Qualifica. 
Bion, pafs through the World in great Tran- 
@uility, and with Univerfal good Treatment, 
Mcither giving nor taking Offence. Courts 
‘ac fcldom unprovided of Perfons under this 
®haratter, on whom, if they happen to be 
f greatQuality, mof Employments,even the 
ratial naturally fail, when Competitors will 
ot agree ; and in fuch Promotions, no Body 
joyces or grieves. The Truth of this I 
uld prove by feveral Inftances, within my 
wn Memory (for I fay nothing of prefent 
imes.) 
And indeed as Regularity and Forms are 
great ufe in carrying on the Bufinefs of 
¢ World, fo it is very convenient, that 
erfons endued with this kind of a, 
100 
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fhould have that thare which is proper ui 
their Talents in the Condu& of Affairs, buy) 
by no means to meddle in matters whichr. 
qnire Genius, Learning, (trong Comprehenfiny 
quickne/s of Conception, Magnanimity, Gener. 
fity, Sagacity, or any other fuperior Gift ei) 
Human minds. Becaufe this fort of Di 
eretion, is ufually attended with a ftrong de: 
fire of Money, and few Scruples about the 
way of obtaining it, with fervile Flatter 
and Submiffion, with a Want of all publict 
Spirit or Principle, with a perpetual wrong 
Judgment when the Owners come into Pow. 
er, and High Place, how to difpofe of F: 
vour and Preferment, having no meafure fw 
Merit, and Virtue in others, but thofe ver; 
Steps by which themfelves afcended; N« 
the leatt Intention of doing Good or Hury 
to the Publick, further than Either one of 
vother, is likety to be fubfervient to thei” 
own Security or Intereft. Thus being voil 
of all Friendthip and Enmity, they neve 
com plain nor find Fault with the Times, acd 
and indeed never have reafon to do fo. 

Men of eminent Parts and Abilities as we! 
as Virtues do fometimes rife in the Court: 
fometimes in the Law, and fometimes eve 
in the Church. Such were the Lord Bacotlly 
the Earl of Strafford, Arch-bifhop Land is 
the Reign of King Charles I. and others i 
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our own times whom I fhall not Names 
But thefe and many more under different 
Princes, and in different Kingdoms, were 
Difgraced or Banifbed, or fuffered Death, 
meerely in Envy to their Virtues and Supe- 
rior Genius, which emboldned them in great 
Exigencies and diftrefles of State (wanting a 
reafonable Infufion of this Aldermanly Dif- 
cretion) to attempt the Service of their 
Prince and Country out of the common 
Forms. 

This evil Fortune, which generally at- 
tends extraordinary Men in the Manage- 
ment of great Affairs, hath been impated 
to divers Caufes, that need not be here fer 
down, when fo obvious a One occurs. For, 
if what a certain Writer obferves, be true, 
that, when a great Genius appears inthe World, 
the Dances are all in Conjederacy againft him: 
And thus although he imploys his Talents 
wholly in his Clofet, without interfaring 
with any Man’s Ambition or Avarice ; what 
muft he expect when he ventures out to feek 
for Preferment in a Court, but Univerfal 
Oppofition, when he is mounting the Lad- 
der, and every hand ready to turn him off, 
when he is at the Top? And in this point 
Fortune generally Adts direétly contrary to 
Nature, _ in Nature we find, that Bo. 
dies full of Life and Spirit mount eafily, 
and are hard to fall, whereas heavy Bodies 

are 
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are hard to rife, and come down with great- 
er Velocity, in Proportion to their weight. 
But we find Fortune every Day Acting juf 
the reverfe of this,. 


{cribed it in it’s feveral Adjunéts and Cir- 


the Clergy, to whofe Preferment, nothing 


of Behaviour which we contract, by having 
too much Converfed with Perfons of high 
Stationsand Eminency ,thefe Qualifications be- 
ing reckoned by the Vulgar of all Ranks to be 
marks of Levity, which is the laft Crime 
the World will pardon in a Clergy-Man. To 
this I may add a free manner of fpeaking 
in mixt Company, and too frequent an 
Appearance in places of much refort, which 
are equally Noxious to Spiritual Promotions. 
I have known indeed a few Exceptions 
to fome parts of thefe Regulations. I have 
feen fome of the Dulleft Men alive aiming 
at Witt, and others with as little Pretenfions, 
affecting Politenefs in Manners and Dif. 
courfe, but never being able to perfuade the 
World of their Guilt, they grew into con- 
fiderable Stations, upon the firm Affurance 
which all People had of their Diferetion, 
becaufe they were a Size too low to deceive 
the Word to their own Difadvantage. ‘But 
2 - this 
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This Talent of Difcretion, as 1 have de. | 
cumftances, is no where fo ferviceable as to ; 


is fo fatal as the Charatter of Wit, Polite. | 
nefs in Reading, or Manners, or that kind | 
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this 1 confefs is a Tryal too dangerous often 
| to engage in. 

There is a known Story of a Clergy-Man, 
who was recommended for a Preferment by 


' fome great Manat Court, to 4. B.C. 7. His 


+ Graee faid, he had heard that the Clergy- 
Man ufed to play at Whisk and Swobbers, 
that aS to playing now and then 2 Sober 
Game at Whisk for paftime, it might be 
pardoned, but he could not digeft thofe 
wicked Swobbers, and it was with fome 
pains that my Lord S rs could unde- 
ceive him. I ask, by what Talents we may 
fuppofe that great Pr— afcended fo high, 
or what fort of Qualifications he would 
expect in thofe whom he took ipto his 
Patronage, or would probably recommend 
to Court for the government of Daéftazt 
Churches. 
Two Clergy-Mex in my Memory ftood 
_ Candidates for a fall Free-Sebool in —Sbire, 
where a Gentlemen of Quality and Intereft 
in the Country, who happened to have a 
better nnderftanding than his Neighbours, 
procured the place for him who was the 
better Schollar, and more Gentiemanly 
Perfon of the two, very much to the Regret 
ef allthe Parifh; The other being difappoint- 
ed, came up to Lemdow, where he became the 
greateft Pattern of this lower Dijcretion, 
that I have known and poffefled with as 


heavy Intellectuals, which together with the 
coldnefs 


— 
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coldnefs of his Temper, and gravity of his 
Deportment, carried him fafe through many 
Dificulties, and he lived and dyed ina great 
Station, while his Competitor is too obfcure. 
for Fame to tell us what became of him. 
This Species of Difcretion which-1 fo, 
much celebrate, and do moft heartly recom- 
mend, hath one Advantage not yet mentioned, 
that it will carry a Man fafe through alt 
the Malice and Variety of Parties, fo far, 
that whatever Faction happen to be upper. 
moft, his Claim is ufually allowed+for a 
fhare of what is going. And the thing 
feems to be highly reafonable. For in all 
great Changes, the prevailing fide is ufually 
fo Tempeftuous, that it wants the balaft of 
thofe whom the World calls moderate Men 
and L call Men of Difcretion; whom People 
in Power may with little Ceremony load 
as heavy as they pleafe; drive them through 
the hardeft and deepeft Roads without danger 
of Foundring, or breaking their Backs, and 


will be fure to find them,neither Rufty nor 
Vicious. 


In fome following Paper, I will give the 
Reader a fhort Hiftory of two Clergy-Men 
in England, the Chara€ters of each, and the 
Progrefs of their Fortunes in the World. 
By which the force of worldly Diferetion 
and the bad Confequences from the want of 
that Virtue will ftrongly appear, 
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